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Syracosphaera 
epigrosa 

Syracosphaera epigrosa OKADA & MciNTYRE, 1977 

Description: 

Figs. 5, 6 - Syracosphaera epigrosa n. sp. 5) 
holotype, showing a helatoform caneolith (ar
row); Pacific (SP-2). 6) highly magnified coc
coliths; Pacific (SP-2). Scale-bar = 3 microns. 

Diagnosis: Coccosphaera subsphaerica, cum dimorphismo, habens Clrca 30 ad 

50 caneolithos partim imbricatos. Dithecatismus non observatus. Magnitudo 

caneolithorum in eadem coccosphaera multo varia. Axis longior circa 8.0 ad 

13.0 p.. Coccolithi caneolithi completi, de oviformibus ad ellipsoidales. Clipeum 

distale latum; superficies lenis. Area centralis de 15 ad 25 lamellis varie formata. 

Multae lamellae unum nodulum distaliter prominens habent. Clipeum distale 

de 1.0 ad 3.2 I.L longum, de 0.5 ad 2.4 I.L latum. 

Description of coccosphere: Subspherical coccosphere, with dimorphism, consisting 

of approximately 30 to 50 partially overlapping caneoliths. No dithecatism obser

ved. Size of coccoliths on a single coccosphere varies greatly, ranging from 

8.0 to 13.0 f-L. 

Description of coccoliths: Oval to elliptical complete caneoliths with some show

ing an irregular periphery. Distal shield wide with a smooth surface. Central 

area constructed of 15 to 25 irregularly shaped lameilar elements, many of 

which have one or two distally protruding nodules irregularly arranged. Central 
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pwctss of helatoform caneolith short with a rectangular cross section. Can
eoliths measure from 1.0 to 3.2 !-'· in length, from 0.5 to 2.4 p. in width. 

Derivation of name: From Latin epigrosus, full of pegs. Feminine adjective. 

Remarks: 

Coccoliths of this species differ from those of all other species of the genus by 
having nodules on the -lamellar elements of the central area. 

Type level: 

Recent. 

Type locality: 

Pacific Ocean (lat . 38°54'N, long. 141 °54'E) . 
Biogeography: In Pacific, occasional in Kuroshio Current. At North Atlantic 
stations, absent. 

Depository: 

Lamont-Doherty Geological Observatory of Columbia University. 
Holotype: Negative ON-14. 

Author: 

Okada H. and Mcintyre A., 1977, p. 20; pl. 7, figs. 5, 6. 

Reference: 

Modern coccolithophores of the Pacific and North Atlantic Oceans. Micropaleon
tology, val. 23 , no. 1, pp. 1-55, pls . 1-13 . 
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